
Creon 
The new ruler of 

Thebes, he ordered that 
only Eteocles would be buried 

and Polynices must remain for the 
animals. Antigone did not listen to his 

order and he had her entombed for it. The 
city and his son, Haemon, were 

against this decision. From 
this decision, Creon’s family 

dies, along with Antigone 
and Ismene.

Ismene
A sister to 

Antigone, she refused to 
help bury her brother. Later, 

she admits she helped to bury him and 
is punishment along with Antigone, against 

Antigone’s wishes.

Haemon
Creon’s son, he is supposed to 

be married to Antigone. When she is 
convicted he agrees with his father, but 

still tries to help Antigone. His father then 
says that Haemon will 

never marry Antigone. 
Later, he tries to attack his 

father, but instead kills 
himself.

Antigone
The main character of the 

story. She is a sister to Ismene, Eteo-
cles, and Polynices. When Eteocles and 

Polynices kill each other, but only Eteocles 
is buried, she goes against 
Creon to bury him. This gets 
her killed in the end. 

War
Eteocles and Polyn-

ices are brothers and 
when their father dies they 

both want to be ruler. Eteocles 
becomes the ruler of Thebes and Polynices 

runs to a nearby town. Polynices gets 7 
armies to attack Thebes, but they lose. 

During the fight, Eteocles and Polynices 
kill each other. The story begins right 

after the aftermath of the war 
is done.                                     m

1

The Burial
Antigone disrespects Creon’s 

order and pours dust of Polynices’s              
 body. This   symbolically 

gives Polynices a burial so that 
he may be at peace with the 

dead. However, Antigone is 
caught and is arrested.

2

Conviction
Antigone admits that she is 

guilty, then Ismene says she helped. 
Antigone refuses to let Ismene take credit 
because Antigone does not want her to be 
remembered kindly by the dead. Creon has 

the women thrown in the catacombs 
until he has them executed. 

3

Blind man
Tiresias is a seer for Creon, 

and after Creon sends Antigone 
and Ismene away, and fights with 

Haemon, he comes to talk to Creon. Tiresias 
says that Creon is making a huge mistake 

in killing Antigone, and that this deci-
sion will cost him dearly. This eventu-

ally makes Creon retract 
his decision to kill 

Antigone and 
Ismene, and he 

gives orders 
to free them.

4
death

When Creon goes 
to find Antigone, he finds 

she had hung herself in the 
catacombs, and Haemon is their 

holding her. He then attacks his father, 
then kills himself. 

5
End

Creon’s wife is told 
that her son is dead by a 
messenger. When Creon 

returns from getting his son’s body, 
he is told by the same messenger that his 
wife killed herself, blaming him for the 

death of their son. Creon becomes so 
distraught that he needs the guards to 

carry him out. 
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