'aryland ’i‘ennes_see Loursrana Arkansas:‘ and‘:_

 tion. After the le War, durrng the era 0f
'j Reconstructron (1865 18??) Congress passed
o the 14thand 15th amendments (see Trmelme)
."_'whrch recogmzed blacks mcludmg'former'

'_m the South and wer

' vote For a tzrne blacks achreved a"measuré of pohtrcal power'_-_
Eected to. the House and Senate from:;._-_f
bel “ e ;polmcran and a man

© Bitt Reeonstructron also’ provoked a backlash Wlﬂte EaW-i._---
_ makers in the South. later amended theit state constztutrons”-'
and pushed throogh Iocal “Jim Cfow laws. to. severely nar- -
TOW the scope of: black crtzzenshrp The Taws also enforced P

in great doubt but also § _ceed
next stage of moral developmen i T

strict racrai segreg_

and the Votmg Rrghts Act of 1965 (see p. 10) restored crvrl and
"3poht1cal nghts o Afncan Ameficans. ‘ '
. Fven as we commemorate the 150th anni-
versary ‘of the Emanerpatloﬂ Proclamatron :
o questrons about Lificoln ‘and his reasens for-
issuing his wartime order remain. Sore his-
“torfans see him'as'a reluctant emancipator, a
o -presrdent who-for & long’ time was unwzlimg :
to transform a war for the Union into 2 War to
. abolish slavery Others think of LGcoin as a:
'politlcal ‘genius ‘who.was bldmg his tire until

"_5_:_publrc opinion caught up to-his views. There are those; t0o,
who fmtl both expianatzons lnadequate seemg them as farl-_ C

rng ‘to capture the complex nature of }

Either way, most hrston ins ag :
aged’ to keep the Umon togethe ata tzme when its survrvai was_
n movmg £he nauo;l mto its_ -
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