1861, the seven states held a convention in Montgomery, Alabama, and formed the
Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis of Mississippi was named the President.
The South felt they had the right to secede. The Declaration of Independence stated that
“it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish” a government that denies the rights of
its citizens. Lincoln, they believed, would deny them the right to own slaves.

Beginning of Civil War

After Lincoln took the oath of office in 1861, he announced that no state can lawfully
leave the Union. He declared, however, there would be no war unless the South started it.
The South started to take possession of all Federal buildings — forts and post offices.
The South took control of the three forts in Florida and was ready to take control of Fort
Sumter in South Carolina. In April, 1861, the Confederates asked for the fort’s surrender.
Major Robert Anderson of the Union refused to surrender. The Confederate troops
proceeded to shell Fort Sumter. Anderson ran out of ammunition and was forced to

surrender. The war had begun.



